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"I am not a Pole, I am a Silesian" – wrote the writer Szczepan Twardoch in May 2021, correcting 

the headline of an article published on one of the media websites. His novel Król (2016, The 

King of Warsaw, 2020), shortlisted for a prestigious literary award, was not – as the editors 

claimed – "a Pole's success", but an individual achievement of someone who perceives his 

ethnicity in a certain and clear way. Twardoch's declaration met with a strong response in the 

media and among artistic and academic circles. 

 

In the same month, officials from the Ministry of the Interior and Administration, relying on 

the opinion drafted by the Council for the Polish Language, once again issued a negative 

recommendation concerning the application for the status of a regional language in Poland 

for the Wymysorys language, an initiative undertaken jointly by local activists and the 

academic community. While this event was not as resonant as Twardoch's statement, the 

criticism aimed at the writer and the disrespect expressed in the document authorized by the 

Council for the Polish Language both reveal an intriguing tension related to the situation of 

minority communities and their languages. 

 

By juxtaposing a resounding statement by a well-known author – emphasizing the importance 

of self-identification – with the denial of minority rights by the political and academic 

authorities, we encourage the authors to explore the topics related to minority communities 

in Central and Eastern Europe.  



We would like to devote the upcoming issue of Adeptus to the exploration of minority 

identities: the ways in which they are transmitted, the practices of sustaining them, as well as 

the reasons and methods for their revitalization. This topic already has its tradition in our 

journal, having been discussed in issues 11/2018 (Majorities – Minorities – Subversions) and 

14/2019 (Small Language – Large Issue). 

 

Today, we once again invite submissions concerning ethnic, national and linguistic minorities. 

This time, however, we want to focus on activities aimed at the transmission of minority 

cultures, languages and identity in the contemporary world. 

 

We invite articles on both officially recognized minorities and contested groups – including 

indigenous and migrant communities – as well as the intersections of various types of minority 

identities. As a Slavic studies journal, we focus on Central-Eastern Europe, but we also accept 

comparative and theoretical studies devoted to other regions in Europe and in the world, 

approaching the proposed topic from different angles. 

 

We are waiting for applications (via the IS PAN journals platform: 

https://ispan.waw.pl/journals/) until January 31, 2022. 

 

We accept papers written only in Polish or English. The submitted article (including footnotes, 

bibliography, abstract and keywords) should not exceed 40,000 characters, including spaces. 

Footnotes and bibliography should be prepared in accordance with the APA7 style manual. 

Detailed editorial requirements and technical information can be found on our website: 

https://ispan.waw.pl/journals/index.php/adeptus/about/submissions#authorGuidelines. 

 

Planned publication date: June 30, 2022 

 

In case of an questions, please contact our editors via e-mail: gnot@ucl.cas.cz or 

maciej.metrak@ispan.waw.pl 

 

Current information can also be found on our Facebook fanpage: 

https://www.facebook.com/AdeptusIS 
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