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Visualizing a homeland is an element of national imagery. It could serve as a 

means to make the state a less abstract entity: instead of a collection of legal 

regulations within certain geographical frontiers, the homeland becomes a living 

person, materializing through the image. When it comes to Central Europe, as soon as 

in 1000 CE we can see Sclavinia, i.e. the land of Slavs, among the other provinces of 

the German Empire, paying her tribute to Emperor Otto III. She is embodied as a young 

woman of darker complexion, wearing a crown, holding bread in her hand, standing 

last in a queue of seniority. 

 

Personifications of Rome and Provinces of the Empire, among them Sclavinia, approaching Emperor 

Otto III (The Gospels of Otto III, app. 1000 CE). Public domain. 

 

Moreover, the homeland can be depicted as a landscape (e.g. Masovian 

weeping willows, Dalmatian seashore, Ukrainian sunflower fields) or an animal (e.g. 

animals from coats of arms, such as eagles, lions, roosters, horses, bears, martens 

and others). To present it, the materials conceived as native could be used (e.g. glacial 

erratics, limes, marbles), surrounded by particular kinds of plants or trees associated 

with a given nation (e.g. Slavic linden, German oak, Italian laurel). The visualisations 

of homeland are communicated by various means: monuments, museums, textbooks 

or posters. Moreover, to be better visible and accessible for the larger audience, the 



visualized nations are displayed in special venues and places, established within public 

space, e.g. altars of the motherland in Italy or Croatia, or monumental necropolises 

where famous representatives of a nation are buried, essentializing the idea of 

homeland (e.g. Slavín in Prague or Powązki in Warsaw). 

 
This bring us to the main question of the 55th volume of “Sprawy 

Narodowościowe”: how we imagine nations to look like? What scopic regimes are 
involved in creating the visuals of nations living in Central Europe and its 
constellations? 
 

Volume 55 of the journal “Sprawy Narodowościowe. Seria nowa” / 
“Nationalities Affairs” will discuss the variety of national imageries 

 
We are seeking texts devoted to answers the questions such as: 
 

• historical visualisations of nations 
• visual propaganda 
• national monuments, their apperance, localization and practices around them  
• “fathers” and “mothers” of nation 
• re-actualization of the image of a nation depending on the context 
• maps and cartographic depictions of nations 
• internet and meme-related images of nations (e.g. “countryballs”) 
• gender aspects of nation’s visualization 
•  

 
“Sprawy Narodowościowe. Seria nowa” / “Nationalities Affairs” (SNSN) is the 

leading Polish journal devoted to nationalism and ethnicity, publishing articles in 
humanities and social sciences. The aim of the journal is to provide a platform for 
transdisciplinary research on nationalisms and ethnic issues, especially in Central 
Europe. The subject area in focus is the empirical and theory-oriented study of 
nationalism and ethnicity, pursued with a view to making a contribution to the 
development of Central European area studies. The SNSN is different from other 
journals in the field owing to its firm focus on Central Europe, understood as a 
constellation of ideas which is embodied in space. This concept of Central Europe 
includes both Slavic countries and their non-Slavic neighbours (e.g. Albania, Austria, 
the Baltic States, Greece, Hungary, Moldova, Romania). This approach to Central 
Europe requires the examination of reciprocal relations with cultures in relatively close 
geographical proximity, which were often the source of ideas proliferating in the region 
(e.g. Germany, Italy, Scandinavian countries, Turkey). Likewise, it does not exclude 
Russia as the most influential neighbouring state. The journal is listed in CEEOL, 
DOAJ, EBSCO, ProQuest and Crossref databases. It is included in the Polish ranking 
of academic journals of the Ministry of Science and Higher Education; the number of 
points awarded for published contributions is 40. 
 
Contributions should be submitted in English. 
 

We invite articles by representatives of various research areas and 
methodologies. We are open to calls from artists and activists. A typical article for this 
journal should not exceed 40,000 characters (including spaces). This limit includes 



tables, references, figure captions, footnotes, bibliography and an abstract of 150 
words. Articles in excess of the maximum limit will be returned to the author(s). Please 
consult APA style guidelines for references and author guidelines, available at: 
https://ispan.waw.pl/journals/index.php/sn/about/submissions#authorGuidelines    
 
Please submit articles via the Open Journal System platform, available at: 
https://ispan.waw.pl/journals/index.php/sn/about/submissions#onlineSubmissions  
where you can also find detailed information and guidelines for authors.  
 
Deadline for submissions: March 15, 2023 
Planned date of publication: 2023 
 
Questions should be addressed to: sn@ispan.waw.pl  
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